
GREETINGS FROM THE EAST . 
 
Well, it’s been a busy month in Lake Wobego.... 

oops, wrong place!  It HAS been a busy month for 
Washington Lodge No. 4.    For the sake of brevity, 
I’m not going to try to cover everything, nor go into 
much detail about what I do touch on, but here are 
some of the highlights of what has just transpired, and 
what is just around the corner. 

 
I missed the Capilano Installation of Officers due to 

required business travel, but several of our Officers and 
members did attend. There are some photos later in this 
Trestle Board, and more on our web-site (more about 
that shortly).  The trip was full of camaraderie, and I’m 
really sorry I could not go. Our Senior Warden, Bro. 
Pat Conroy, did us proud in ceremonially returning the 
“Talking Stick” to our Canadian Brethren. 

 
We have also just finished our annual Easter Egg 

Slaughter, uhm... “Hunt”.  Again, we have a couple of 
photos included in Trestle Board, and more on our 
web-site.  As in years past we had three age groups, but 
this year we learned from our past and staggered the 
start times of each “hunt”. As each age group got about 
half-way through clearing their field, the next group 
was released.  We started at 10:00 sharp (lesson 
learned—we should start a few minutes later to allow 
for the large number of “almost-just-in-time” arrivals), 
and the last field was cleared by about 10:09 -- so it 
lasted almost twice as long as last year!!  What a laugh! 
The BIG difference this year was co-hosting a CHIPS 
booth inside the building. I’m still waiting for the final 
count, but we distributed approximately 20 child    
identification kits to their guardians.  This was a great 
turn-out, especially considering the weather. This is a 
great success and an important component of our 
community involvement.                              

 
At our Special Communication in April we will have a 
short York Rite Appreciation program focusing on the 
first of the three York Rite bodies, Royal Arch  
Masonry.  It should be educational, and hopefully fun, 
too. I am also anticipating our youngest Entered  
Apprentice, Bro. Chris Finch, demonstrating his  
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proficiency in open Lodge that night (it will, of course, 
depend on him feeling ready). Please come to our next 
meeting and show your support for these truly Masonic 
activities. Since we have no other particular program 
for the Stated Communication in May, I’m hoping 
we can use that meeting to revisit and refine our Long 
Range Plan. I’ve included here a bullet list of what 
we, collectively, decided was most important for 
Washington 4:  

Fellowship  
Ritual Proficiency  
Education / Growth  
History / Traditions                                                                               

*  Know it/ celebrate it                
       Community Outreach                                                                              
  *  Philanthropy  
 
Also in May we will have our Widows’ Night Dinner 
on our Special Meeting night, in recognition and  
support of the families of those who have gone before. 
Our Secretary is sending out personal invitations to all 
the widows in the geographic area, so if you know of 
one you think might get overlooked, please let him 
know ASAP. Since we’re having the dinner, we will 
NOT be opening Lodge.  This way we can focus on 
sharing our appreciation with our Masonic widows. 

(Continued on page 2)  



We will also be scheduling a Fellow Craft Degree at a 
Called Communication, probably sometime in late 
April or early May, depending on candidate  
proficiency in the preceding Degree, and Degree team 
availability.  We’ll spread the word as soon as we 
know.  Any assistance you can provide will be more 
than welcome!                                                          
 
  The last thing I want to touch on is the progress we’ve 
made with our Lodge web-site.  Through the hard 
work of our newest Master Mason, Bro. Jim Shaffer, 
and all of the Officers who have worked on our  
web-site issues over the last year or so, we have a new 
web site up and live.  It is still evolving, and much  
content is still being added, but the basics are there! I 
gave a short demo of this site after our April Stated 
meeting. The URL is  www.washingtonlodge4.org.  
What you’ll be able to see is the “public facing”  
portion of the web site.  In addition, Lodge members 
will be able to have user IDs that will allow them  
access to secured “members only” areas of the site.  
Members will also be able to have email addresses  
using the domain @washingtonlodge4.org.  If you 
would like one, please just let me know. Please go take 
a look and give us feedback about what you like, or 
would like to see changed.                                                                           
 
  Believe it or not, this IS the short version of the ac-
tivities we have had, and will have, in April and May!! 
The following are some highlights of what I DIDN’T  
cover: Upcoming Grand Lodge Resolutions; “Fill the 
Lodge” nights; Upcoming “Rusty Brother” Night (in 
conjunction with our Past Masters’ dinner); Proficiency 
in Lodge Management activities; Tri-Lodge; and our 
Sesquicentennial (150th) Anniversary.  So, as you can 
see, Washington Lodge is very active, having fun, and 
very busy!  We could actually use a little help covering 
everything we’ve got going on, in order to keep the  
Officers from being overworked.  Remember, “Many 
hands make light work”.  I hope to see you soon! 

 
...parting on the square....  
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There are one-story intellects, two-story intellects, and 
three-story intellects with sky-lights. All fact  
collectors, who have no aim beyond their facts, are 
one-story men. Two-story men compare, reason gener-
alize, using the labors of the fact collectors as well as 
their own. Three-story men idealize, imagine, predict, 
their best illumination comes from above, through the 
skylight.    

Oliver Wendell Holmes 
 

The poor man is not he who is without a cent, but he 
who is without a dream.  

Harry Kemp 
 

The secret of life isn't what happens to you, but what 
you do with what happens to you. 

  Brother Norman Vincent Peale 

''Be courteous to all, but intimate with few, and let 
those few be well tried before you give them your  

confidence. True friendship is a plant of slow growth, 
and must undergo and withstand the shocks of  

adversity before it is entitled to the appellation. '' 
  Brother George Washington 

 

"Pay no attention to what the critics say. A statue has 
never been erected in honor of a critic."   
   Brother Jean Sibelius 

Going to Lodge does make anyone a mason more than 
standing in a garage makes them a car. 

Three characters can be found in a man about to  
perform a good deed: If he says, "I shall do it soon," his 
character is poor. If he says, "I am ready to do it now," 
his character is average quality. If he says, "I am doing 
it," his character is praiseworthy.    
   Hasidic Proverb 
 
Be civil to all; sociable to many; familiar with few; 
friend to one; enemy to none. 
   Benjamin Franklin 

In the midst of all the doubts which we have discussed 
for four thousand year in four thousand ways, the safest 
course is to do nothing against one's conscience. With 
this secret, we can enjoy life and have no fear from 
death.        
   Francois M. A. Voltaire 

Because just as good morals, if they are to be  

maintained, have need of the laws, so the laws, if they 
are to be observed, have need of good morals.  

  Niccolo Machiavelli 
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Pay two years dues ($100) in advance 
 And they will waive all initiation fees 
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Senior Wardens Message 
 

  To those of you unfamiliar with our line officers, here 
are a few things that you may not know, along with 
some of my personal observations and opinions. 
 
  Senior Deacon Mike Bishop, a sophisticated young 
man. If you’re looking for good advice, want to choose a 
good wine or would just like good company, he’s your 
man.  
   
  Chaplain Bill Higgs. A man of calm demeanor, well 
suited for this position, he’s a wonderful addition to our 
line. 
                                                                                    
  Junior Warden Don Houston. A former Marine, now a 
local business man, congenial, intelligent and  
proactive.                                                                                             
 
  Senior Warden. What a fine good looking, clever and 
witty fellow he is.                  
 
  Tyler. Thanks to Brother Bob “Big Hands” Hansen we 
now have a wardrobe in the preparation room along with 
new candidate costumes. We never want for  
anything on meeting nights, he sees to that.  He will talk 
to anyone on any subject and you will enjoy the 
 conversation.  

 
  All this along with input from our Past Masters,  
Secretary and Treasurer, we are becoming once again, 
as strong as we ever were. 
 
  In March we took a trip to  Canada, don’tcha know 
(read with a Canadian accent), Capilano Lodge, where 
could be heard accents from every country that English 
is spoken --------- and some where it is not;  India, 
South Africa, New Zealand, most of Europe, Asia and 
of course Ireland Scotland and England to name but a 
few. One of the more interesting experiences to be had 
was that of staying up after hours, waxing  
philosophical and sipping expensive scotch with Past 
Grand Masters, Past masters and many other learned 
brethren with varied backgrounds. Masonry is much 
more than just a stated meeting. All in all we had a 
good time “EH”.     
                                                                               
On the Level, 
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Observations from the South�
 
  Good day brothers, all, wherever you may be in your 
travails upon reading this communication.  The  
showers of April are upon us as the vernal equinox 
slipped by with a full quarter of work to our credit.  Let 
us catch up a bit. 
   
January started slow with much anticipation.  We are 
into our 150th year which happens, as most of you are 
aware, to coincide with our grand city’s  
sesquicentennial celebration as well.  Did you know 
that Vancouver’s first mayor was Levi Farnsworth who 
just happened to be our very first Junior Warden?  No 
wonder it is so glorious and beautiful over here!  We 
are working with some of our city officials to  
participate where needed during the year with more 
information to follow.  We have a few idea irons in the 
fire as well.  One of which is a city park bench donated 
by our lodge to our city in commemoration of our  
mutual work and devotion the past 15 decades. Your 
thoughts are needed and welcome.  Long range  
planning at our special meeting delivered a bang.  
Thank you Worshipful Brother Jay Galland from 
Grand Lodge Long Range Planning Committee and our 
very own Very Worshipful Brother Mike Sanders.    
      
February brought some genuine work, my brothers, 
with an EA degree conferred for the first time in some 
time… up in the archives of the lodge.  That’s right 
boys; in the museum!  That old altar was beaming with 
joy…. maybe some pride too!  We had ourselves some 
good old fashioned Masonry going on… makes you 
poof your chest out a bit just to think about it…  We 
certainly dusted off some of the cobwebs.  More  
importantly, our newest brother, Christopher Finch, 
took his obligation in the ancient, free and accepted  
fashion… yeah baby!   Congratulations Chris &  
welcome Brother!    Do you remember the last time 
you attended a table lodge?  Well now, we had a grand 
time with a Washington 4 hosted table lodge and our 
close brethren from Mt. Hood 32 and local brethren 
from around our region at our special meeting to  
highlight the end of our month.  The line on the South 
was eminently on the bounce while on the LINE.. I  
salute you, brothers…   HOOOWAAAAAAAHHH!!! 
 
     March was a whirlwind of events that left some of 
us dusting off our haversack’s to prepare for “what’s 
next”?     To kick off the month, the grandest of all, 
was our very own James Shaffer being raised to that 
sublime degree!  Congratulations James!  Come out to 
lodge and see him prove up on the floor!   

If you missed the first 2 you’ve got to catch his MM 
proficiency; it’s good stuff.. check it out at lodge…  
 
  Can you say Capilano Lodge No. 164…???  We went 
to visit our Northern brethren on our annual trek to  
return the totem for their officer installation on March 
17, 2007.   St. Patrick’s Day for both nations and  
rightfully so, as our very own, Patrick Conroy, honored 
our mutual lodges and countries with a fraternal par-
lay.  Richard Flett, Jim Thompson, Thom Taylor,  
Patrick Conroy, Robert Hanson, Michael Bishop, and  
myself made the trek up to Vancouver, British  
Columbia, Friday the 16th of March.  Upon arrival at 
the hotel lobby in Canada there were at least 15  
Masons to greet us.  We proceeded into a night of  
fraternity and great camaraderie.   
   
  Cuisine at dinner to include Cono Sur Voigner Chile 
to drink and the Mayor of North Vancouver for  
photographs.  The installation Saturday found the lodge 
slightly over capacity as their new officers took their 
stations as Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior 
Warden, respectively, as R.W. Brother Gordon J.  
Phillips, Bro. Richard D. Tattersall, Wor.Bro. Alan P. 
Matewish.  Masonry is honored by their work.  
 

Come and meet some our Canadian Brethren next  
October 13, when we reciprocate their brotherly  
hospitality. The wardens conference the very next 
weekend we found ourselves in due form.  The city of 
Yakima hosted the show and we had the opportunity to 
work with the states finest in Masonry for 2 ½ 
days.  Thank you all for sending me.  I look forward to 
the service and our brotherhood.   
 
  The month ended in spectacular fashion as our very 
own chapter of Vancouver DeMolay placed 3rd in State 
for the Arch of Steel competition to include the Master 
Councilor’s selection as DeMolay of the Year at their 
annual conclave!  Three cheers to our DeMolay.. HIP 
HIP HURRAY!!! Well done lads! 
  
  We had a grand first quarter of the New Year.  I hope 
you got some.  Our long range planning has you IN 
THE PLAN!  Come out and see everybody…  We’ll 
sign off with that Old Prophet’s adjuration, “Hope thou 
a little..  Fear not at all….  Love as much as you can.”   
 
 By the Plumb, 
 
� �������
���������������	�  



 $�%��������������&�'�(��=�
�

�
 ��
�
 �
 �
 ����>������?���%��������
������@��$�%�������A�
 
 2500 B N.E. 78th. St. 
Vancouver WA. 98665�

%%%%
#�"
����
	�

)
���

#�"
����
	�

)
���

#�"
����
	�

)
���

#�"
����
	�

)
���
%%%%












�

����������	���
������
�����
�������������	�������

�
���������	����������
�����

����������������������
����������������� �!�"�

�
	������	����������
�����

#�������������� �����
 ����$��%�������&'
�

�
����������	���(���

)��%�*�����+�������������
���������,��-�

�
���������	���&������.
�����

)��%�+����-������������/������������
�

���������	���&(����
	��������0�1���2����/������

	�����������3	����'
��������
0�1���2�����������/��%����������(
�����

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
VANCOVER WA. 
PERMIT NO. 587 

 YEAR 2007ELECTED OFFICERS 
WASHINGTON LODGE NO. 4  F. & A.M . 

 
Bro.   Mark Sanders..… Worshipful Master 
          Phone(360) 896-7774 
          E-mail: Mark.Sanders@eds.comW.B. 
Bro.  Patrick Conroy………Senior Warden 
         Phone (360)903-0492 
Bro.  Don Houston..………Junior Warden 
         Phone (360)513-5551 
          E-mail 
W.B. Tom Macready……….…..Treasurer 
          Phone (360)887-0068 
          E-mail  
W.B. Jim Thompson…………...Secretary 
          Phone (360) 690-4437 
          E-mail: judyt@paclink.com 

 
 Senior Deacon……….….…….…Michael Bishop  
Junior Deacon……….….………………………... 
Senior Steward………...……..…………………... 
Junior Steward………....……….………………... 
Chaplain……………....…..........…William Hibbs 
Marshal…………...…….………... ……………... 
Tyler ……………..…...……….…Robert Hansen 

Trestle Board Editors 
W.B.  Jim Thompson... judyt@paclink.com 
Bro. James Shaffer…. jim@jwshaffer.org 

 
Your input is welcomed and encouraged. All articles due by the 15th of the month 
prior to publication date. 


