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 responsible delivery of the summonses 

(for which they were paid) and various 

assets and were responsible for drawing 

of the Lodge. What is drawing of the 

Lodge you might ask? The term "drawing 

of the lodge" was done by the Tiler and 

was exactly what it implies. In those days 

they did not have the furnishings that we 

have today. The Lodge would meet in 

homes of brothers, pubs, churches or 

wherever they could find a place. Before 

the meeting would start the Tiler would 

take a piece of chalk and draw the differ-

ent steps, stations, and places for the offi-

cers. The better artist the Tiler was the 

more elaborate the drawings and the 

more prestige the Lodge received.  You 

can see how some of those responsibili-

ties carry over to their duties today in the 

setting up and guarding of the Lodge 

door. The emblem of the Tilers office is 

the sword, but thought originally to be 

the trowel. It was sharp, pointed, and 

about three feet long. You can see how a 

man of that profession could swing some-

thing like that with quite a bit of power.   

I hope all is well with all the brethren.  

May brotherly love prevail, and may 

every social and moral virtue cement us. 

 Parting upon the square,                                                                       

        Michael J. Bishop 
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As I write this we are preparing to advance 

two more brothers to the degree of Fellow-

craft.  These are exciting times.  We are 

growing fast, and the brothers we are see-

ing coming through are adept and moti-

vated.  It is a great sight to see.  Very soon 

Brother Troy will have the Master Mason 

degree conferred on him.  If you are inter-

ested in participating, contact the Lodge 

secretary or any of the officers for pick 

your spot.                                                

Upcoming events:                                 

Spring Pub Crawl April 24th                  

Rudyard Kipling Night May 29th           

Also look for the Paint Ball tournament 

coming in June or July and perhaps a Chili 

cook-off in July/August.                        

This month I will be a bit more brief and 

relay a little history as related to an impor-

tant role in our lodgeé                          

Before tiles and shingles were used on 

roofs, they used thatch straw. This is straw 

woven together and held in place with rope. 

Because of this London just about burnt to 

the ground, several times.   An ordinance 

was issued that roofs were to be covered 

with tiles, lead, shingles, or plastered straw. 

This was the first fire law ever imposed by 

any government.  The occupation of Tiler 

became quite lucrative because of this new 

law. Tilers became the highest paid profes-

sion of that time. They demanded so high a 

wage, that the government had to step in 

and set their fees.  It is said that Tilers were 

entered into Masonry around 1738.  Tilers 

guarded the door of the Lodge but were not 

members. He was responsible for the deliv-

Greetings from the East Brothers!                                                                                                   

Founded in 1857 

Meeting on the Level 

Acting by the Plumb 

Parting on the Square 

 

From the Senior Warden                                                                                                                                                                                     
As we are currently planning a Kipling night I thought this might be in order. So for your consideration brothers, here is a poem by Rud-

yard Kipling (1865-1936). It describes the diversity and brotherly love of his Lodge in India.              

                                   May Brotherly love prevail, 

                                                                   Hank. 

  
  And now, if I may close with a quote from Ralph W. Stockman                                                                                                        .                                                                                                                            

"The test of courage comes when we are in the minority. The test of tolerance comes when we are in the majority."              
(Reprinted from the March Cinosam newsletter)                                                                                                                                      

        The Mother Lodge  

                                                                                    

There was Rundle, Station Master,  

An' Beazeley of the Rail,  

An' 'Ackman, Commissariat,  
An' Donkin' o' the Jail;  

An' Blake, Conductor-Sergeant,  

Our Master twice was 'e,  
With im that kept the Europe-shop,  

Old Framjee Edu1jee. 

 
Outside - " Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam! 

Inside - 'Brother," an' it doesn't do no 'arm. 

We met upon the Level an' we parted on the Square, 
An' I was junior Deacon in my Mother-Lodge out there!  

 

We'd Bola Nath, Accountant, 
An' Saul the Aden Jew, 

An' Din Mohammed, draughtsman 

Of the Survey Office too; 
There was Babu Chuckerbutty, 

An' Amir Singh the Sikh, 

An' Castro from the fittin'-sheds, 
The Roman Catholick!  

 
 

We 'adn't good regalia, 
An' our Lodge was old an' bare, 

But we knew the Ancient Landmarks, 

An' we kep' 'em to a hair; 
An' lookin' on it backwards 

It often strikes me thus, 

There ain't such things as infidels, 

Excep', per'aps, it's us. 

  
For monthly, after Labour, 

We'd all sit down and smoke 
(We dursn't give no banquets, 

Lest a Brother's caete were broke), 

An' man on man got talkin' 
Religion an' the rest, 

An' every man comparin' 

Of the God 'c knew the best.  
 

So man on man got talkin', 

An' not a Brother stirred 
Till mornin' waked the parrots 

An' that dam' brain-fever-bird. 

We'd say 'twas 'ighly curious, 
An' we'd all ride 'ome to bed, 

With Mo'ammed, God, an' Shiva 

Changin' pickets in our 'ead.  

Full oft on Guv'ment service 
This rovin' foot 'ath pressed, 

An' bore fraternal greetin's 

To the Lodges east an' west, 
Accordin' as commanded. 

From Kohat to Singapore, 

But I wish that I might see them 
In my Mother-Lodge once more!  

 

I wish that I might see them, 
My Brethren black an' brown, 

With the trichies smellin' pleasant 

An' the hog-darn passin' down; 
An' the old khansamah snorin' 

On the bottle-khana floor, 

Like a Master in good standing 
With my Mother-Lodge once more.  

 

Outside - Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam!' 
Inside- Brother," an' it doesn't do no 'arm. 

We met upon the Level an' we parted on the Square, 

An' I was Junior Deacon in my Mother-Lodge out there! 
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  Is There a Spiritual Treasurer  
The day this article was ñdueò to the editor was 15-April ï Tax 

Day.  Did you get yours done on time?  Fortunately our Lodge 

tax forms (electronic 990N) are due much earlier in the year and 

were taken care of months ago.  But while I recently completed 

my personal, trust, and business taxes with the usual gritting of 

teeth as to the unwieldy óadministriviaô knowing that I can/have 

come up with much simpler, more financially productive meth-

ods of calculating taxes (if they would only listen to meé oh 

yeah, I forgoté Iôm just a Past Masteré. ;-) , I took a break and 

actually contemplated WHY we (or, at least, I) pay taxes. 

Much can be said for the horrendous government waste that is 

funded by our taxes, but leave that issue lay for a while.  The 

reason we pay taxes is to support those things in our society that 

would likely go unsupported were it not for oversight by civil 

authorities.  These are things that either cannot be adequately 

divided among individuals to provide, or more accurately, pay 

for.  These include infrastructure like streets and sewers and 

power grids; as well as things like public health and safety ser-

vices.  We can argue about which of these things are worth how 

much, but it is clear that, in general, they are to some degree 

necessary or at least highly desirable in our current culture/

world ï and we ALL pay for them via our taxes. 

Now, in Masonry, we take a man who we know is good, and the 

Fraternity provides an environment in which that man can work 

to improve himself in whatever way he finds most necessary or 

spiritually satisfying.  We learn from each Degree, and take 

from each Lecture and Charge some piece of wisdom or practice 

that helps us improve.   We elect and install Lodge Officers, and 

appoint Candidate coaches to help oversee these activities, both 

to help provide consistency and for ease of administration.   

Not surprisingly, this structure is somewhat like our civil au-

thorities (chicken or egg?).  But, I ask, how do we ñfundò this 

structure?  Iôm not talking about dues, investments, or any other 

sort of monetary contribution. Rather, Iôm talking about what 

each man and Mason does to support the Fraternity ï not just for 

a period of a few months or years while going through the De-

grees, or serving as an Officer, but each year every year; each 

day every day; each hour every hour.  What do YOU do to 

ñfundò Freemasonry? 

Clearly not everyone can be a Officer, a ritualist, a coach, a 

cook, or whatever. And even those who are cannot do so all the 

time.  I pay my civil taxes in money because I cannot pay them 

in square inches of asphalt, or specific minutes of an EMTôs life

-saving education.  I pay my Masonic ñtaxesò by showing up to 

meetings, and more especially the OTHER activities the Lodge 

is engaged in; by contributing effort or guidance to those who 

keep the infrastructure of the Fraternity in balance. Also, by 

going just a little bit further out my way that I have to  make a 

positive difference in job, neighborhood, family, etc.   

It is the accumulated little pieces of good that I do, either to im-

prove myself, or the world around me, that constitute my 

ñfundingò of the principles of Freemasonry.  And, I encourage 

each and every one of you to find a way to contribute something 

of value to your world, community, Lodge, and yourself.  In the 

end, the Great Treasurer of the Universe will keep a just and 

regular account of all you do, and pay your rewards according to 

your merits. 

 S.M.I.B.,  

                                                Mark Sanders Treasurer. 

 
  
From a òNewó Fellowcraft 
Brothers, 

                I'm pleased to report 

that my experience thus far as 

an Entered Apprentice Mason 

at Washington Lodge No. 4 

has met and surpassed my 

expectations.   

 Before having knowledge that 

my good brother, Senior Dea-

con Fred Davis, is a Mason, 

and having had the opportu-

nity to meet other good broth-

ers David Coffing, Thom Tay-

lor, and Bob DeGravelles in 

June 2009, I had no motivation 

to join any fraternity.  Since 

that time, I've learned that 

Masonry is a fraternal organi-

zation which seeks to help it's 

members become better 

men.  This, coupled with 

knowledge of the good works 

Masons perform for the com-

munity, prompted me to peti-

tion for the Degrees of Ma-

sonry. 

 The spirit of fraternity is alive 

and well at Washington Lodge 

No. 4.  Moreover, I've seen 

firsthand how this fraternal 

spirit extends across borders 

during the recent visit to Capi-

lano. 

 My sincere thanks to Bro. 

Fred Davis for taking on the 

role of Mentor, and to Bros. 

Mark Saunders, Leigh Cahill, 

Robert Pfau-Robles and Jim 

Thompson, for their brotherly 

support on the drive to and 

from Capilano Lodge, while I 

studied to prove up on the EA 

Degree. 

 I look forward to continuing 

through the degrees of Ma-

sonry and becoming an active, 

contributing member of Wash-

ington Lodge #4. 

  

                                                             

Bro. Gordon Johnson 

 From an òOldó Mason 
  

The Trestle Board I have re-

ceived this past year, and most 

recently the one that has aroused 

my thought process, is the reason 

for this missive. 

First of all, I wish to thank all of 

you for accepting me as a 

Brother in Washington Lodge #4 

on dual membership in Masonry. 

Second, your Trestle Board has 

taught me so very much on your 

actions and the progress and 

future interest in membership 

growth, visitations and the desire 

to enhance greater contributions 

to the community and Masonry 

in general. 

WM Mike Bishopôs last sentence 

in the April 2010 Trestle Board 

really aroused me, as during 

WWII when I learned a little 

about Freemasonry. Stories 

about our foreign Masons of the 

era came right back to me. The 

secrecy with which Russian, 

Polish, German, Czechoslova-

kian and Turkish (to name a few) 

Masons had to use to have meet-

ings and keep Freemasonry alive 

tells all of us how great the Ma-

sons of the past felt about the 

Brotherhood of Man and just 

how far they would go to keep it 

alive for future generations. 

How lucky we are today to be 

able to participate in all the great 

events in todayôs world. I missed 

a lot being in the employment 

efforts I was involved with ï Iôll 

never be able to catch up ï but I 

hope our son, Fred, will give 

more to Masonry than I did. 

Hopefully, he will follow in your 

footsteps and do as much, and 

with your help and new 

thoughts, he can push one more 

step ahead in progress. 

Thank you all for everything.  

Let Freedom Ring. 

                                                  

Very respectfully yours, 

                                                                     

-Tudor Davis 

 

   
  
  
 

 Masonic License Plates 

 
Do you have yours yet?      
The Masonic License Plate is 

available now, at all regular 

Washington State licensing 

agencies.  

These plates are referred to as 

the "Help Kids Speak" license 

plates,  Department of Licens-

ing personnel may not know 

what you are asking for if you 

refer to Masonic License 

plates.   

There is a handicap option 

available. 
The cost is $40 in addition to 

your regular licensing fees, 

The renewal cost is $30 in the 

second year and beyond. 

License plates are also avail-

able for one-plate vehicles 

such as trailers and motorcy-

cles. 

 The revenue generated goes 

to the Scottish Rite Childhood 

Language Disorders program, 

  Greetings from the South!  
I was reading the Trestle Board of a Scottish Lodge when I came 

across this in one of the articlesé 

 

 

It caused me to stop and reflect 

on what Masonry means to me, 

and what we do for each other 

and our families and community. 

I know last month I wrote about 

the international nature of our 

fraternity, but where the "rubber 

meets the road" of Freemasonry is right here, between each of us, 

in our lodge, our homes and our community. 

 I feel so fortunate to be a part of a lodge of caring, active and dili-

gent Brothers. Watching you  put out Easter Eggs, reading a poem 

at Burns Night, serving dinner to our adopted Army battalion, rid-

ing with you on a Widows Sons ride or just sitting and sharing a 

meal with you all makes me realize how truly grateful I am to be 

able to call such men as yourselves my friends and Brothers.  

 

I know that with the economic downturn many feel we need to 

carefully shepherd our assets and some might even suggest we pull 

back a bit on our commitments until such time as we are on a bet-

ter financial footing. However I strongly feel that at times like 

these (and in times of much more serious crisis) Masons have al-

ways led from the front. We do not need to empty our purses to 

make a difference, but from what I have seen of this lodge, we can 

make a difference with our hearts, our hands and our presence. 

"Hand to the back of the falling, helping in Brotherhood". 

Freemasons have wrought mighty works throughout the centuries, 

let each of us always remember the line of the closing charge, that 

every person has a claim on our kind offices, so that we may con-

tinue to build works of care and love. 

May the GAOTU keep you all in his care. 

                                                                                Dave Coffing 

                                                                                Junior Warden 

ñMany men, banded together 

Standing where Hiram stood; 

Hand to back of the falling,  

Helping in brotherhood. 

Wise man, doctor, lawyer,  

Poor man, man of the hod, 

Many call it Masonry  

And others call it God." 

 

 Coming Events                                                                  
May 2010  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

      1 Ridgefield 
Stated Meeting 

2Officers 

Meeting 

3Northbank 182 

Stated Meeting 

4 5 Temple Board 

Meeting 

6 Wash. 4  

Stated Meeting 
7 8  Masonic   

University 

9 10 11Silverstar 186 
Stated Meeting 

12Twin Falls  

Stated Meeting 

13Mt. Hood 

Stated Meeting 

14Trestle Board 

Articles due tomor-

15  Masonic   

University 

16 17Northbank  

Special Meeting 

18 19 20  Wash 4 

Special Meeting 
21Scottish Rite 

Luau (Pig Roast) 

22  Masonic   

University 

23 24White Salmon 

Stated Meeting  
25 26 27Mt. Hood 

Special Meeting 

28 29  Rudyard 

Kipling Nite  

30 31      

Hey y'all 
Let it be known and go forth 
throughout the land that Mi-
chelle coffing and Bro. Dave 
coffing have indeed produced yet 
another beautiful female heir to 
the coffing name.  
Miss Ella coffing emerged into 
this world at 9am on Fri. 
4/16/10 at a fabulous 7 lbs and 
19 inches. Both mother and child 
are prospering. Father is a use-
less mess, but then he was be-
fore the birth. Hahaah  
I want everyone to know that I 
am very happy for my brother 
and my friend David for his 
fortitude during these trying 
times of pregnancy. May the 
GAOTU bless his house and all 
that dwell there.  
Bro. Todd Dow 

Anybody know this guy?  The Easter 
Bunny A.K.A . Sean Cahill (Bro. 
Leighôs Youngest son)  at our annual 
Easter Egg hunt. Thanks Sean. 


